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INTRODUCTION
American troops have been fighting in Iraq for more than five 
years, and October 2008 marks the seventh anniversary of our 
nation’s mission in Afghanistan. To honor the tremendous 
sacrifices made by our troops and their families, it is America’s 
national responsibility to demonstrate tangible support for 
the 1.7 million veterans who have served in these two wars.
  
On Capitol Hill, in the media, and in communities across the 
country, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA) 
is the foremost advocate for our nation’s returning warriors 
and their families. The IAVA Action Fund is IAVA’s non-
profit, nonpartisan 501(c)4 sister organization, dedicated to 
educating American voters, pushing for solutions to troops’ 
issues and holding our elected leaders accountable for their 
actions. We hope this Report Card will serve as a resource to 
voters, media, and elected officials.

We are proud to report that the 110th Congress has achieved 
historic success on behalf of troops and veterans. In June 
2008, the landmark Post-9/11 GI Bill was signed into law, 
ensuring an affordable education for all veterans of Iraq 
and Afghanistan. The new GI Bill was IAVA’s number one 
priority for 2008, and it represents the single largest increase 
in veterans’ education funding in 60 years. This legislation 
is an extraordinary achievement that will broaden the 
opportunities available to an entire generation of combat 
veterans, and, like the World War II GI Bill of Rights, will 
strengthen our national economy for decades to come. 

The success of this bill would not have been possible without 
the work of an unprecedented bipartisan coalition in 
Congress. By the time of its passage, the Post-9/11 GI Bill had 
gained the support of more than half of the Senate and more 
than three-quarters of the House of Representatives. IAVA 
lauds the commitment of lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle to making the new GI Bill a reality, and we are pleased to 
highlight this dedication in our 2008 Report Card. 

The 110th Congress’s second major achievement on behalf of 
veterans was full funding the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). After years of inadequate budget allocations, veterans’ 
hospitals were struggling to cope with the hundreds of 
thousands of new combat veterans seeking medical care. The 
budgets approved by Congress for 2007 and 2008 increased 

VA funding by over ten billion dollars, matching for the first 
time the budget recommendations made by leading veterans 
service organizations. And the planned budget for 2009 builds 
on that progress. For the more than five million veterans of 
all generations who rely on the VA for their health care, this is 
a tremendous victory.

Congress also addressed a number of other key issues that 
affect the nation’s newest veterans. Crucial legislation passed 
by this Congress increased benefits for disabled veterans, 
expanded suicide prevention efforts, and improved treatment 
for Traumatic Brain Injury.

IAVA Action Fund’s 2008 Congressional Report Card takes a 
closer look at the progress we have to celebrate this year. In 
the following pages, every member of Congress is graded on 
his or her leadership and voting record on the most critical 
issues facing Iraq and Afghanistan veterans. We are pleased 
to report that more than 150 legislators received a perfect 
score, a grade of A+. These legislators showed a consistent 
commitment to the support of our troops. 

In particular, we’d like to recognize the crucial work of Senators  
Jim Webb (D-VA), Chuck Hagel (R-NE), Frank Lautenberg (D-
NJ), John Warner (R-VA), Daniel Akaka (D-HI), and Harry Reid 
(D-NV); and of Representatives Harry Mitchell (D-AZ), Bobby 
Scott (D-VA), Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL), Peter King (R-NY), 
David Obey (D-WI), Chet Edwards (D-TX) and Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi (D-CA). These lawmakers went above and beyond, not 
just voting in support of our veterans but also working behind 
the scenes to bring crucial veterans’ legislation to the floor. 

The IAVA Action 2008 Congressional Report Card also serves 
as a tool to hold those in Congress accountable when they 
fail to vote in support of our troops and veterans. This year, 
9 politicians earned Ds or Fs. These legislators must improve 
their voting records if they are to legitimately claim that they 
support our troops and veterans. 

In January, we look forward to continuing our work with the 
111th Congress. In particular, we will be working to ensure 
that the VA receives a timely and adequate budget, disabled 
veterans get the benefits they have earned, and all troops re-
ceive appropriate mental health screening and treatment.
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ABOUT OUR SCORING
IAVA Action has taken a straightforward approach to scoring 
lawmakers’ support for veterans.  Based on the legislative pri-
orities outlined in IAVA’s 2007 and 2008 Legislative Agendas, 
IAVA Action has selected 22 key votes on veterans’ issues in the 
110th Congress (9 votes in the Senate and 13 votes in the House).  
 
Each of these votes was an opportunity for Senators and Rep-
resentatives to take a stand on behalf of Iraq and Afghani-
stan veterans. The votes cover the entire range of issues fac-
ing new veterans, including veterans’ health care, the new GI 
Bill, mental health, and support for homeless veterans. The 
significance of each individual vote is described in the “Vote 
Description” section of the report card. 

Scores are based on how often legislators took the pro-veter-
an position and voted with IAVA Action. For every vote in line 
with IAVA Action and in support of veterans, the lawmaker 
receives one point. Those who vote against the position of 
IAVA Action, or those who fail to vote, do not receive a point. 

In addition, because the fight for the new GI Bill was of such 
historic importance, we wanted to recognize those who had 

gone above and beyond voting in the bill’s favor. Any Sena-
tor or Representative who signed on to be a cosponsor of the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill (Senate bill 22, and House bill 5740) receives 
two additional points. 

The letter grades are then determined by the simple charts below.

It is important to note that whether a lawmaker is a veteran 
himself or herself does not factor into our scoring. However, 
IAVA believes that having served in the military offers valuable 
insight and experience for legislators, particularly regarding 
military and veterans’ issues. Representatives who are military 
veterans are marked with a star in the index. 

Finally, 30 Senators and Representatives did not serve a com-
plete term in the 110th Congress. These Senators and Rep-
resentatives receive an “incomplete” grade, marked “INC”  
in the vote totals. In addition the House Speaker, who  
customarily does not vote, is simply marked “S.”	  
 
A searchable version of this Report Card is available online at 
www.VeteranReportCard.org.

U.S. Senate  
(out of 11 possible points)

U.S. House of Representatives  
(out of 15 possible points)

11 points   A+ 15 points   A+

9-10 points A 13-14 points A

7-8 points B 10-12 points B

5-6 points C 7-9 points C

3-4 points D 4-6 points D

2 points  
or fewer F 3 points  

or fewer F
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HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
The descriptions below explain what was at stake for each of 
IAVA Action’s 13 key House votes. 

ı.	 funding veterans’  
health care, 2007

	 IAVA Action Supported 

January 31, 2007: 2007 House Vote #72

 
More than five million American veterans rely on the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for their health care. Although veter-
ans’ hospitals provide some of the best health care in the coun-
try, the VA has been underfunded for years; for FY2007, the 
Bush Administration requested almost $4 billion less in VA 
funding than the amount suggested by major veterans’ orga-
nizations. In early 2007, Congress made veterans’ health care a 
priority, increasing the funding for veterans’ health care by $3.6  
billion. The budget passed by a vote of 286-140.

For more information about this legislation, please see Senate vote 48 
in the Senate Vote Descriptions.

2.	 joshua omvig suicide  
prevention act

	 IAVA Action Supported 

March 21, 2007: 2007 House Vote #174

 
Joshua Omvig, a 22-year-old Army Reservist from Grundy 
Center, Iowa, served honorably in Iraq, but returned home 
unable to cope with his memories of the war. He sought help 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs. As is the case with 
far too many young veterans, Omvig found that the hospital 
was overbooked, and the bureaucracy moved too slowly. In 
December 2005, only months after his return from war, Joshua 
Omvig committed suicide.

Joshua’s parents, Randy and Ellen Omvig, spent the next two 
years ensuring other young veterans would get the counseling 
that Joshua so desperately needed. The Joshua Omvig Suicide 
Prevention Act requires Veterans Affairs staff to receive 
mental health training and VA medical facilities to have 
suicide prevention counselors. The legislation also supports 
education for veterans and military families, and promotes 
research into suicide prevention.

On March 21, 2007, the Joshua Omvig Suicide Prevention Act 
passed the House of Representatives unanimously. The bill be-
came law on November 5, 2007.

3. wounded warriors  
assistance act

	 IAVA Action Supported 

March 28, 2007: 2007 House Vote #208 

 
Responding to the scandal at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center, the Wounded Warrior Assistance Act included a 
number of key improvements to veterans’ care and benefits. 
The bill created new “Centers of Excellence” to research, 
prevent and treat Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), authorized new testing for 
TBI, and improved coordination between the Departments 
of Defense and Veterans Affairs. Reaching the House floor on 
March 28, 2007, the legislation passed unanimously.

4.	 refugee status for  
iraqi interpreters

	 IAVA Action Supported 

May 22, 2007: 2007 House Vote #399

American troops rely on the work of their Iraqi interpreters, 
who often act as their eyes and ears in the combat zone. These 
Iraqis are one of the most important tools U.S. troops have and 
are critical to their safety in combat and their ability to complete 
their missions successfully. These courageous Iraqis regularly 
face threats of kidnapping, torture and assassination, to both  
themselves and their families. Many have been forced to flee 
their homes because of their support for the American forces.  

Unfortunately, the American government has done little to 
support the Iraqis who have supported us, accepting only 
about two thousand Iraqi refugees in the first four years of 
the war. Sweden, by comparison, accepted about 9,000 Iraqi 
refugees in 2006 alone.

Support for our allies is not just a moral imperative. It is crucial 
to successful counterinsurgency work that America protect 
those who are working on our behalf. This key amendment 
extends special immigrant visa status for Iraqi and Afghan 
interpreters working for the U.S. government, allows 500 
more Iraqi and Afghan allies to find refuge in the United 
States, and offers these refugees an opportunity to become 
permanent U.S. residents. The amendment passed 412-8.	  
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5.	 treating traumatic  
brain injury

	 IAVA Action Supported 

May 23, 2007: 2007 House Vote #413

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) has been called the signature 
wound of the Iraq War. A TBI can be caused by bullets or 
shrapnel hitting the head or neck, but also by the blast from 
mortar attacks or roadside bombs. It is this second kind of in-
jury that is especially prevalent in Iraq. According to the land-
mark 2008 RAND study, 19% of Iraq and Afghanistan veter-
ans experienced a probable TBI during their deployment. 

Telltale signs of TBI include memory and emotional prob-
lems; vision, hearing, or speech problems; and sleep disorders. 
Unfortunately, mild to moderate TBI can often remain undi-
agnosed and untreated. In addition, multiple mild TBIs can 
accumulate over time, leading to serious neurological prob-
lems that are not readily linked to one injury. 

The “TBI Health Enhancement and Long-Term Support Act,” 
originally sponsored by Representative Michael Michaud (D-
ME), worked to improve diagnosis and treatment of TBI. The 
legislation requires mandatory TBI screening for veterans ac-
cessing VA health care, improves long term care for those with 
severe Traumatic Brain Injuries, creates a TBI registry, autho-
rizes new TBI research projects, and establishes a pilot project 
of mobile Vet Centers to reach veterans who need care but live 
far from VA facilities. The legislation passed unanimously. 

6.	 funding veterans’  
health care, 2008

	 IAVA Action Supported 

June 15, 2007: 2007 House Vote #498 

Adequate funding for the hundreds of VA hospitals and clinics 
nationwide is a top priority for all veterans’ organizations. 
Unfortunately, the VA has historically been underfunded.

The 2008 funding bill for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
was a major step in the right direction. The VA budget was set 
at $87.7 billion, including an additional $2.5 billion above the 
Administration’s request for veterans’ health care. Although 
the White House had threatened to veto any bill containing 
funding above their requested levels, the Administration 
wisely made an exception for this legislation.

The bill provides significant increases in funding for research 
into and treatment for Traumatic Brain Injury and Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder.  The bill also added funding for 
VA health facility maintenance, and for hiring 1,100 claims 
processors to cut the inexcusable VA claims backlog.

The veterans’ funding, a part of the fiscal 2008 Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs appropriations bill, passed 
by a vote of 409-2.

For more information about this legislation, please see Senate vote 
316 in the Senate Vote Descriptions.

7.	 expanded veterans’  
benefits

	 IAVA Action Supported 

December 12, 2007: 2007 House Vote #1151

As a part of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
for 2008, Congress included a number of improvements to  
veterans’ benefits. Perhaps most significantly, the 2008 NDAA  
extended the amount of time new veterans have to seek VA 
health care. Before the passage of this legislation, any veteran 
who did not seek care within two years of leaving the mili-
tary risked losing coverage altogether. The 2008 NDAA gave 
veterans five years to access care. In addition, the bill allowed 
reserve component troops who separate from the military 
to keep the education benefits they earned, improved rein-
tegration programs for National Guardsmen and Reservists, 
required pre- and post- deployment tests for Traumatic Brain  
Injury, created a wartime contracting oversight commission, 
and provided crucial assistance for Iraqi interpreters. The bill 
passed by a vote of 370-49.

For more information about this legislation, please see Senate vote 
359 in the Senate Vote Descriptions.

8.	 veterans guaranteed  
bonus act

	 IAVA Action Supported 

December 18, 2007: 2007 House Vote #1176

Many troops receive a signing bonus when they join the 
military; these bonuses are usually paid out over time, and are 
contingent on completing one’s obligation to the military. 
But some troops wounded in combat and unable to complete 
their service were having their bonus payments stopped, and 
in some cases, were being obliged to repay their bonus to the 
Pentagon. One such veteran was Pfc. Jordan Fox, who was 
injured while serving in Iraq and sent home. While he was 
recuperating, the Defense Department sent him a bill for 
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$3,000. It is an inexcusable oversight for troops who have 
given so much in defense of our country to face yet another 
battle as they recuperate from their injuries. 

IAVA led the fight to bring attention to Jordan Fox’s story, 
and to protect other wounded troops from having to repay 
their signing bonuses. Over 11,000 IAVA supporters urged 
their Representatives to support the “Veterans Guaranteed 
Bonus Act,” which requires that the Defense Department 
continue to pay bonuses to troops who are forced to leave 
the military because of injuries sustained in combat, and 
prohibits requiring the service member to repay any portion 
of the bonus. On December 18th, this legislation passed the 
House unanimously.

9.	 the post-9/11 gi bill: fair 
education benefits for  
veterans (first vote)

	 IAVA Action Supported 

May 15, 2008: 2008 House Vote #330

For the 1.7 million veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the transition to civilian life can be challenging. Veterans 
of World War II were aided in their reintegration by the “GI 
Bill,” which paid for the education of eight million combat 
veterans. The GI Bill changed the lives of millions of Ameri-
can veterans and their families. Sadly, Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans, still covered by the peacetime Montgomery GI Bill 
from 1984, received a far smaller benefit. Many new combat 
veterans were struggling with student loans or dropping out 
of school altogether.

A new GI Bill was the number one priority for IAVA and IAVA 
Action in 2008. The popular and bipartisan “Post- 9/11 GI 
Bill,” introduced on the House side by Rep. Harry Mitchell 
(D-AZ-5), Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA-3), Rep. Ginny Brown-
Waite (R-FL-5), and Rep. Peter King (R-NY-3), offered a new 
future to Iraq and Afghanistan veterans. 

The new GI Bill dramatically increases education benefits 
by providing tuition payments up to the cost of the most 
expensive public university in the state, a monthly living 
allowance, and a book stipend. It also creates a new “Yellow 
Ribbon” program that matches any scholarship given to a 
veteran by a school more expensive than the tuition cap. 

In spring 2008, the new GI Bill was included as part of the 
domestic spending amendment to the Iraq war funding bill. 
Because of the concerns of some fiscally conservative “Blue 
Dog” Democrats in the House, the cost of the GI Bill was 
given a budget offset (although the cost of the war funding 
as a whole was not). The offset chosen was a tax increase on 
individuals making over $500,000 a year, or couples making 
over $1 million annually. The offset lead many Republicans 
to vote against the measure despite their support for the GI 
Bill. The amendment passed by a margin of 256-166.

For more information about this legislation, please see House Vote 
432 later in this section, and Senate votes 137, 161, and 162 in the 
Senate Vote Descriptions.

10.	a second rate gi bill
	 IAVA Action Opposed 

May 23, 2008: 2008 House Vote #364

For over 18 months, IAVA and IAVA Action worked closely 
with a bipartisan coalition of Senators and Representatives 
on a new Post-9/11 GI Bill that would make college affordable 
to veterans coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan. The 
model for the new legislation was the World War II GI Bill 
that paid for the education of eight million combat veterans, 
and helped rebuild America after a half-decade of war. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill quickly gained the support of 300 
cosponsors in the House, almost 60 cosponsors in the Senate, 
and all the leading Veterans Service Organizations, including 
the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled 
American Veterans, and of course IAVA.

A small but vocal opposition in Congress argued that the 
benefit was too generous. In an effort to derail the popular 
and bipartisan Post-9/11 GI Bill already a part of the war 
supplemental funding, a motion was made to advance a 
meager and ill-conceived “alternate” GI Bill before the Post-
9/11 GI Bill had the opportunity to be passed and signed 
into law. This alternative GI Bill did not meet any of IAVA’s 
requirements for a new GI Bill; it did not cover the cost of 
college, it did not create fairness for National Guardsmen and 
Reservists, and because it was not linked to the cost of college, 
it would lose value every year. It did include a “transferability” 
benefit, which offered current service members who agree to 
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remain in the military for ten years the opportunity to transfer 
their GI Bill benefit to their spouse or children. However, 
because 75% of those serving in the military get out after their 
first term of service, this benefit will apply to relatively few 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans. Moreover, transferability was 
already possible at the discretion of the Department of Defense 
service secretaries. The weak “alternative” GI Bill received the 
support of no major veterans’ service organizations.

Thankfully, the measure was voted down, 186 to 223.

For more information about this legislation, please see Senate vote 
127 in the Senate Vote Descriptions.

ıı.	 the post-9/ıı gi bill: fair 
education benefits for  
veterans (second vote)

	 IAVA Action Supported 

June 19, 2008: 2008 House Vote #432 

The emergency supplemental funding for the Iraq War, to 
which the GI Bill was attached, bounced from the House to the 
Senate twice while legislators ironed out differences between 
the House and Senate versions of the legislation. House 
leadership worked closely with the White House to find a 
version of the supplemental that would not face a Presidential 
veto. The Post-9/11 GI Bill was left unaltered by this process, 
and in fact, a new benefit was added to the legislation. At 
the behest of the Bush Administration, a “transferability” 
provision offered current service members who agree to remain 
in the military for ten years the opportunity to transfer their 
GI Bill benefit to their spouse or children. The new version of 
the GI Bill passed with overwhelming support, 416-12.

For more information about this legislation, please see House Vote 
330 earlier in this section, and Senate votes 137, 161, and 162 in the 
Senate Vote Descriptions.

ı2. homes for heroes
	 IAVA Action Supported 

July 9, 2008: 2008 House Vote #478

On any given night, about 150,000 American veterans are 
homeless. Preliminary data from the VA suggest that Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans make up 1.8% of the homeless veteran 
population, meaning that there are currently almost 2,000 
homeless Iraq and Afghanistan veterans. 

The Homes for Heroes Act provides for supportive housing 
for very low income veteran families and housing vouchers 
for homeless veterans. In addition, it protects veterans 
from discrimination in accessing other federal housing 
assistance programs, by excluding VA benefits from eligibility 
determination. The bill passed by a vote of 412 to 9.

13. funding veterans’  
health care, 2009

	 IAVA Action Supported 

August 1, 2008: 2008 House Vote #563

Building on record budget increases in 2008, this bill provides 
an additional $4.6 billion increase in veterans’ funding. It will 
allow for the hiring of 2,100 additional claims processors, 
increase funding for prosthetics by $250 million, increase 
the reimbursement veterans receive for driving to and from 
VA hospitals, and reject proposed fees and budget cuts.  The 
legislation passed by a vote of 409-4.
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (Alabama – California)
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ALABAMA

1 Bonner C 0 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

2 Everett B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

3 Rogers, Michael C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 9

4 Aderholt B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Cramer   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

6 Bachus B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

7 Davis, Artur   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

ALASKA

AL Young, Don B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 A 1 1 A 11

ARIZONA

1 Renzi A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 A 1 13

2 Franks C 0 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 8

3 Shadegg B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Pastor A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 13

5 Mitchell   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

6 Flake C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 7

7 Grijalva A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

8 Giffords   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

ARKANSAS

1 Berry   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Snyder A 2 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

3 Boozman B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Ross   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

CALIFORNIA

1 Thompson, Mike A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 14

2 Herger B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

3 Lungren B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Doolittle B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

5 Matsui   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

6 Woolsey A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 13

7 Miller, George A 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

8 Pelosi S 0 1 S S S S S S S 1 S 1 S S S

9 Lee A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

10 Tauscher   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

11 McNerney   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(California)  representatives’ grades by state
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12 Lantos INC 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * * * * * INC

12 Speier INC 2 * * * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 1 INC

13 Stark B 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 A A 1 1 12

14 Eshoo A 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

15 Honda   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

16 Lofgren A 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

17 Farr   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

18 Cardoza   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

19 Radanovich C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 9

20 Costa   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

21 Nunes B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

22 McCarthy, Kevin B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

23 Capps   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

24 Gallegly B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 0 1 1 1 11

25 McKeon C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 0 1 1 1 9

26 Dreier B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

27 Sherman   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

28 Berman   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

29 Schiff   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

30 Waxman   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

31 Becerra   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

32 Solis A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

33 Watson A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

34 Roybal-Allard   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

35 Waters A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

36 Harman A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 14

37 Millender-McDonald INC 0 1 1 A * * * * * * * * * * INC

37 Richardson INC 0 * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 INC

38 Napolitano   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

39 Sanchez, Linda A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

40 Royce C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 9

41 Lewis, Jerry B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

42 Miller, Gary C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 A A 0 0 1 1 1 8

43 Baca   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

44 Calvert B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

45 Bono Mack A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 1 1 1 13
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (California – Florida)

IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card10

46 Rohrabacher B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

47 Sanchez, Loretta   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

48 Campbell D 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 A 0 0 0 0 6

49 Issa B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

50 Bilbray B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

51 Filner B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

52 Hunter C 0 0 1 1 A A 1 A 1 0 0 1 1 1 7

53 Davis, Susan   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

COLORADO

1 DeGette B 0 1 1 1 A A 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 10

2 Udall, Mark A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 A 1 13

3 Salazar   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Musgrave B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 12

5 Lamborn B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

6 Tancredo D 0 0 1 1 0 1 A A 1 0 0 1 0 A 5

7 Perlmutter   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

CONNECTICUT

1 Larson   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Courtney   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 DeLauro   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Shays A 2 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

5 Murphy, Christopher   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

DELAWARE

AL Castle A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

FLORIDA

1 Miller, Jeff B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

2 Boyd A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

3 Brown, Corrine A 2 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 13

4 Crenshaw B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A A 1 1 1 12

5 Brown-Waite B 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 A A 11

6 Stearns B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

7 Mica B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

8 Keller A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

9 Bilirakis A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

10 Young, C.W. Bill B 2 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

11 Castor A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 14
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(Florida – Idaho)  representatives’ grades by state
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12 Putnam C 0 0 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

13 Buchanan B 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

14 Mack B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 1 1 1 12

15 Weldon C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 9

16 Mahoney A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 14

17 Meek B 0 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

18 Ros-Lehtinen A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 13

19 Wexler A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 A 1 1 1 13

20 Wasserman Schultz   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

21 Diaz-Balart, Lincoln B 2 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

22 Klein   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

23 Hastings, Alcee A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 14

24 Feeney B 2 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

25 Diaz-Balart, Mario B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

GEORGIA

1 Kingston C 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

2 Bishop, Sanford   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Westmoreland C 0 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

4 Johnson, Hank   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

5 Lewis, John A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

6 Price, Tom B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

7 Linder C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 A 1 9

8 Marshall B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

9 Deal C 0 0 A 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 8

10 Broun INC 0 * * * * * * 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 INC

10 Norwood INC 0 A * * * * * * * * * * * * INC

11 Gingrey C 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

12 Barrow   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

13 Scott, David   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

HAWAII

1 Abercrombie   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Hirono   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

IDAHO

1 Sali B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

2 Simpson A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (Illinois – Iowa)

IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card12

ILLINOIS

1 Rush INC 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A A A A A A INC

2 Jackson A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

3 Lipinski   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Gutierrez B 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 12

5 Emanuel   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

6 Roskam B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

7 Davis, Danny A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 13

8 Bean A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 14

9 Schakowsky A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

10 Kirk A 2 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 13

11 Weller C 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 A 1 1 A 9

12 Costello   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

13 Biggert B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

14 Foster INC 2 * * * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 1 INC

14 Hastert INC 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 * * * * * * * INC

15 Johnson, Timothy A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

16 Manzullo B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

17 Hare   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

18 LaHood B 2 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 12

19 Shimkus B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

INDIANA

1 Visclosky A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 14

2 Donnelly A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

3 Souder B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

4 Buyer B 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 11

5 Burton B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

6 Pence C 0 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

7 Carson, Andre INC 2 * * * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 1 INC

7 Carson, Julia INC 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A * * * * * * INC

8 Ellsworth A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 14

9 Hill A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

IOWA

1 Braley   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Loebsack   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Boswell A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 14
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(Iowa – Maryland)  representatives’ grades by state

www.VeteranReportCard.org 13

4 Latham A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

5 King, Steve B 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 10

KANSAS

1 Moran, Jerry B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

2 Boyda   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Moore, Dennis   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Tiahrt B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 A 1 1 11

KENTUCKY

1 Whitfield B 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 12

2 Lewis, Ron B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 1 1 1 12

3 Yarmuth A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

4 Davis, Geoff B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Rogers, Harold B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

6 Chandler   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

LOUISIANA

1 Jindal INC 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A A * * * * * INC

1 Scalise INC 0 * * * * * * * * 0 0 1 1 1 INC

2 Jefferson   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Melancon A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

4 McCrery B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Alexander B 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

6 Baker INC 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * * * * * INC

6 Cazayoux INC 0 * * * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 1 INC

7 Boustany B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

MAINE

1 Allen   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Michaud A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

MARYLAND

1 Gilchrest B 2 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 A A 1 1 11

2 Ruppersberger   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Sarbanes   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Edwards, Donna INC 0 * * * * * * * * * * 1 1 1 INC

4 Wynn INC 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 * * * INC

5 Hoyer A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

6 Bartlett A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

7 Cummings   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (Maryland – Minnesota)

IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card14

8 Van Hollen   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

MASSACHUSETTS

1 Olver A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

2 Neal   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 McGovern A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

4 Frank B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

5 Meehan INC 0 1 1 1 1 1 A * * * * * * * INC

5 Tsongas INC 2 * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 INC

6 Tierney A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

7 Markey A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

8 Capuano A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

9 Lynch   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

10 Delahunt   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

MICHIGAN

1 Stupak A 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

2 Hoekstra B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

3 Ehlers B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 10

4 Camp B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

5 Kildee   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

6 Upton A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

7 Walberg B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

8 Rogers, Michael J. A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

9 Knollenberg A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 13

10 Miller, Candice A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

11 McCotter A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

12 Levin A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 14

13 Kilpatrick A 2 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 13

14 Conyers A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

15 Dingell   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

MINNESOTA

1 Walz   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Kline B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

3 Ramstad A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

4 McCollum   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

5 Ellison A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

6 Bachmann B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(Minnesota – New Jersey)  representatives’ grades by state

www.VeteranReportCard.org 15

7 Peterson, Collin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

8 Oberstar A 2 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

MISSISSIPPI

1 Childers INC 0 * * * * * * * * * 1 1 1 1 INC

2 Thompson, Bennie A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

3 Pickering C 0 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 A 1 8

4 Taylor A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

Wicker1 INC 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * * * * * INC

MISSOURI

1 Clay A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

2 Akin B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

3 Carnahan   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Skelton A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

5 Cleaver A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

6 Graves A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

7 Blunt B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

8 Emerson A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

9 Hulshof C 2 0 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 A 0 A A A 8

MONTANA

AL Rehberg B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

NEBRASKA

1 Fortenberry B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 11

2 Terry B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

3 Smith, Adrian B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

NEVADA

1 Berkley A 2 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

2 Heller B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

3 Porter A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1 Shea-Porter   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Hodes   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

NEW JERSEY

1 Andrews A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 14

2 LoBiondo A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

3 Saxton B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 11
                 1  Representative Wicker became a US Senator in the middle of the 110th Congress. For the continuation of his voting record, see page 25.
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (New Jersey – New York)

IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card16

4 Smith, Christopher A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

5 Garrett B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

6 Pallone A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

7 Ferguson A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

8 Pascrell   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

9 Rothman   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

10 Payne A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

11 Frelinghuysen B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

12 Holt   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

13 Sires   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

NEW MEXICO

1 Wilson, Heather B 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 12

2 Pearce B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

3 Udall, Tom   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

NEW YORK

1 Bishop, Tim   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Israel   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 King, Peter A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

4 McCarthy, Carolyn   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

5 Ackerman   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

6 Meeks A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 A 1 1 1 13

7 Crowley   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

8 Nadler A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 14

9 Weiner   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

10 Towns A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

11 Clarke A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

12 Velazquez A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

13 Fossella B 2 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 A 1 0 1 A 1 11

14 Maloney A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 14

15 Rangel A 2 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

16 Serrano A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

17 Engel A 2 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

18 Lowey   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

19 Hall, John   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

20 Gillibrand A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A A 1 1 1 13

21 McNulty A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(New York – Ohio)  representatives’ grades by state
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22 Hinchey A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 13

23 McHugh B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 A 1 11

24 Arcuri   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

25 Walsh B 0 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 10

26 Reynolds A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

27 Higgins A 2 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

28 Slaughter   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

29 Kuhl A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

NORTH CAROLINA

1 Butterfield   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Etheridge   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Jones, Walter A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

4 Price, David   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

5 Foxx B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

6 Coble B 2 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

7 McIntyre   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

8 Hayes A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 13

9 Myrick B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 1 1 1 12

10 McHenry B 2 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 11

11 Shuler   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

12 Watt   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

13 Miller, Brad   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

NORTH DAKOTA

AL Pomeroy B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 12

OHIO

1 Chabot B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

2 Schmidt A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

3 Turner B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Jordan B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Gillmor INC 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 * * * * * * * INC

5 Latta INC 0 * * * * * * * 1 0 0 1 1 1 INC

6 Wilson, Charlie A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

7 Hobson B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 10

8 Boehner B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

9 Kaptur   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

10 Kucinich A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 13
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (Ohio – Pennsylvania)

IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card18

11 Jones, Stephanie Tubbs B 2 1 1 1 A A 1 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 11

12 Tiberi B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

13 Sutton   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

14 LaTourette B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 11

15 Pryce C 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 A 1 A A 8

16 Regula B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

17 Ryan, Tim   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

18 Space   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

OKLAHOMA

1 Sullivan C 0 0 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

2 Boren B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 12

3 Lucas B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Cole B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Fallin B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

OREGON

1 Wu A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

2 Walden B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 12

3 Blumenauer   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 DeFazio A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 13

5 Hooley A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 A A 1 1 1 1 1 13

PENNSYLVANIA

1 Brady, Robert   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Fattah A 2 1 1 A 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

3 English A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

4 Altmire   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

5 Peterson, John C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 A 1 9

6 Gerlach A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 0 1 1 1 13

7 Sestak   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

8 Murphy, Patrick   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

9 Shuster A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

10 Carney   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

11 Kanjorski B 2 0 A A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

12 Murtha A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

13 Schwartz   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

14 Doyle A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 14

15 Dent A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(Pennsylvania – Texas)  representatives’ grades by state
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16 Pitts B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

17 Holden   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

18 Murphy, Timothy A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

19 Platts A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

RHODE ISLAND

1 Kennedy   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Langevin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

SOUTH CAROLINA

1 Brown, Henry A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

2 Wilson, Joe B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

3 Barrett B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Inglis B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Spratt B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

6 Clyburn   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

SOUTH DAKOTA

AL Herseth Sandlin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

TENNESSEE

1 Davis, David B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

2 Duncan D 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 0 0 0 0 0 5

3 Wamp B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

4 Davis, Lincoln B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 12

5 Cooper B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 12

6 Gordon   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

7 Blackburn B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

8 Tanner A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

9 Cohen   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

TEXAS

1 Gohmert B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

2 Poe B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

3 Johnson, Sam A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

4 Hall, Ralph B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

5 Hensarling C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 9

6 Barton C 0 0 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

7 Culberson B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

8 Brady, Kevin C 0 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 8

9 Green, Al   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

representatives’ grades by state (Texas – Virginia)
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10 McCaul B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

11 Conaway B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

12 Granger C 0 0 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

13 Thornberry B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

14 Paul F 0 A 1 1 0 1 A A A 0 A 0 0 0 3

15 Hinojosa A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 14

16 Reyes   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

17 Edwards, Chet   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

18 Jackson-Lee A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

19 Neugebauer C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

20 Gonzalez   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

21 Smith, Lamar B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

22 Lampson B 2 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

23 Rodriguez   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

24 Marchant C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 0 1 9

25 Doggett A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

26 Burgess B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

27 Ortiz A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 14

28 Cuellar A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

29 Green, Gene   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

30 Johnson, Eddie Bernice B 0 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 11

31 Carter B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 A 1 1 1 12

32 Sessions C 0 0 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

UTAH

1 Bishop, Rob B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

2 Matheson B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 0 1 1 1 1 11

3 Cannon D 0 0 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 0 A A 0 A 6

VERMONT

AL Welch A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

VIRGINIA

1 Davis, Jo Ann INC 0 A A A 1 A A * * * * * * * INC

1 Wittman INC 0 * * * * * * * 1 0 0 1 1 1 INC

2 Drake B 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 12

3 Scott, Bobby   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Forbes B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

5 Goode B 2 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 11
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KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or ineligi-

ble to vote during a significant por-
tion IAVA Action votes during the 

110th Congress); S = Speaker of 
the House (traditionally does not 

vote); AL = At Large;

(Virginia – Wyoming)  representatives’ grades by state
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6 Goodlatte B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

7 Cantor B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

8 Moran, James   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

9 Boucher   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

10 Wolf B 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 12

11 Davis, Thomas B 0 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

WASHINGTON

1 Inslee   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Larsen   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

3 Baird A 2 1 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

4 Hastings, Doc C 0 1 1 1 1 1 A 1 1 0 0 1 1 A 9

5 McMorris Rodgers C 0 1 1 1 A A 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 9

6 Dicks   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

7 McDermott A 2 A 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

8 Reichert A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 13

9 Smith, Adam A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 14

WEST VIRGINIA

1 Mollohan   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

2 Capito A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 14

3 Rahall   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

WISCONSIN

1 Ryan, Paul B 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 10

2 Baldwin A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

3 Kind   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

4 Moore, Gwen A 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 A 13

5 Sensenbrenner C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 7

6 Petri B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 11

7 Obey   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

8 Kagen   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

WYOMING

AL Cubin C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 A A 0 0 1 1 A 7
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SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

The descriptions below explain what was at stake for each of 
IAVA Action’s 9 key Senate votes. 

ı.	 funding veterans’  
health care, 2007

	 IAVA Action Supported 

February 14, 2007: 2007 Senate Vote #48

Budgets for veterans’ health care are often late and inade-
quate.  In early 2007, the incoming 110th Congress was faced 
with the urgent obligation to pass continuing budget fund-
ing for 2007, a responsibility that should have been addressed 
by the previous Congress. On February 14th, Congress passed 
a landmark continuing resolution increasing veterans’ health  
care funding by $3.6 billion. The budget passed with over-
whelming support, by a vote of 81-15.  

For more information about this legislation, please see House vote 72 
in the House Vote Descriptions.

2.	funding for mraps
	 IAVA Action Supported 

March 29, 2007: 2007 Senate Vote #124 

In the early years of the Iraq War, the use of improvised ex-
plosive devices, or roadside bombs, took the military brass by 
surprise.  In particular, Defense Department leadership failed 
to request “MRAPs” or “Mine Resistant Ambush Protected” 
vehicles to replace the more vulnerable Humvees.  During this 
delay, troops in the field were suffering dire consequences.  
According to one study, as many as 50% of troops who died 
in Humvees would have been saved, if production of MRAPs 
had begun when the need for them was first identified. 

Recognizing the urgency, Congress responded to the short-
fall.  An amendment from Senator Biden (D-DE) to the emer-
gency supplemental war funding appropriated an additional 
$1.5 billion for 2,500 more Mine Resistant Ambush Protected 
vehicles for the Armed Forces.  The amendment passed unan-
imously, 98-0.  MRAPs are now more widely available, and are 
protecting American troops every day in Iraq.

3. funding veterans’  
health care, 2008

	 IAVA Action Supported 

September 6, 2007: 2007 Senate Vote #316

In the 2008 budget, veterans saw another major increase in 
funding.  The 2008 budget was $6.7 billion higher than that 
of 2007, the largest increase to VA funding in 77 years. The 
final veterans’ budget included $2.9 billion for mental health 
and substance abuse programs, and $130 million for homeless 
vouchers.   The VA budget passed with overwhelming support, 
by a vote of 92 to 1.

For more information about this legislation, please see House vote 
498 in the House Vote Descriptions.

4. expanded veterans’ benefits
	  IAVA Action Supported  

October 1, 2007: 2007 Senate Vote #359

As a part of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
for 2008, Congress extended the window of opportunity for 
new veterans to seek VA health care. The legislation also allowed 
reserve component troops who separate from the military to 
keep their education benefits, improved reintegration programs 
for National Guardsmen and Reservists, required pre- and 
post- deployment tests for Traumatic Brain Injury, created 
a wartime contracting oversight commission, and provided 
assistance for Iraqi interpreters. The Senate legislation also 
included the benefits passed by the House in the Wounded 
Warrior Act. The NDAA passed by a margin of 92 to 3.	   

For more information about this legislation, please see House votes 
1151 and 208 in the House Vote Descriptions.

5.	enhanced veterans’ benefits
	 IAVA Action Supported  

April 24, 2008: 2008 Senate Vote #112

Originally sponsored by Senator Akaka (D-HI), this bill pro-
vides improved adaptive housing for disabled veterans, reau-
thorizes education benefits for apprenticeship and on the job 
training programs, streamlines disability claims processing, 
and allows troops to suspend their cell phone contracts when 
they deploy.  The legislation passed 96-1.
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6. stopping a second  
rate gi bill

	 IAVA Action Supported  

May 14, 2008: 2008 Senate Vote #127

For over 18 months, IAVA and IAVA Action worked to pass 
a new GI Bill that would make college affordable to veterans 
coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan.  In early 2008, 
Senators Webb (D-VA), Hagel (R-NE), Warner (R-VA) and 
Lautenberg (D-NJ), all combat veterans themselves, introduced 
the new GI Bill, which rapidly became one of the single most 
supported pieces of legislation in Congress.  The bill had the 
bipartisan support of 300 cosponsors in the House, almost 60 
cosponsors in the Senate, and all the leading Veterans Service 
Organizations, including the American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, and of course IAVA. 

Unfortunately, a small but vocal opposition, led by Senators 
Graham (R-SC) and Burr (R-NC), opposed the new GI Bill, 
arguing that the benefit was too generous and would draw 
troops away from re-enlisting. IAVA argued forcefully that 
our patriotic troops would continue to serve their country, 
and that a new benefit would also encourage thousands of 
college-bound young people to join the military.  

In an effort to derail the popular and bipartisan Post-9/11 
GI Bill, Senator Graham attempted to attach a meager 
and ill-conceived alternative GI Bill as an amendment to 
an unrelated piece of legislation, an action referred to by 
Congressional Quarterly as a “surprise move, with hints of 
campaign politics.” Thankfully, the Senate voted forcefully, 
55-42, to kill the amendment, giving the Post-9/11 GI Bill an 
opportunity to come to the floor.  

For more information about this legislation, please see House vote 
364 in the House Vote Descriptions.

7. the post-9/ıı gi bill: fair education 
benefits for veterans (first vote)

	  IAVA Action Supported  

May 22, 2008: 2008 Senate Vote #137 

The “Post- 9/11 GI Bill,” introduced by a bipartisan coalition 
of combat veterans in the Senate, offered new veterans the 
same kind of educational opportunity America gave veterans 
of World War II.  The Post-9/11 GI Bill dramatically increases 
education benefits by providing tuition payments up to the cost 
of the most expensive public university in the state, a monthly 

living allowance, and a book stipend. It also creates a new 
“Yellow Ribbon” program that matches any scholarship given 
to a veteran by a school more expensive than the tuition cap.   

In spring 2008, the new GI Bill was included as part of a 
domestic spending amendment to the Iraq war funding bill, 
and was adopted by a wide margin of 75-22. 

For more information about this legislation, please see House votes 
330 and 432 in the House Vote Descriptions, and Senate votes 161 
and 162 later in this section. 

8. the post-9/ıı gi bill: fair education 
benefits for veterans (second vote)

	 IAVA Action Supported  

June 26, 2008: 2008 Senate Vote #161

The emergency supplemental funding for the Iraq War, to 
which the GI Bill was attached, bounced from the House 
to the Senate twice while legislators ironed out differences 
between the House and Senate versions of the legislation.  In 
the second round of emergency supplemental voting on the 
Senate side, a new “transferability” provision had been added 
to the GI Bill at the behest of the Bush Administration. The 
new provision offers current service members who agree 
to remain in the military for ten years the opportunity to 
transfer their GI Bill benefit to their spouse or children. In a 
procedural vote to waive a Senate budgetary rule and bring 
the supplemental with the GI Bill to the floor, the GI Bill 
advanced by a margin of 77-21.  

For more information about this legislation, please see House votes 
330 and 432 in the House Vote Descriptions, and Senate votes 137 
and 162 in this section.

9. the post-9/ıı gi bill: fair education 
benefits for veterans (third vote)

	 IAVA Action Supported  

June 26, 2008: 2008 Senate Vote #162 

An overwhelming majority of Senators, 92-6, support the 
final passage of the GI Bill in the Senate, sending the bill to 
the White House to be signed.  

For more information about this legislation, please see House votes 
330 and 432 in the House Vote Descriptions, and Senate votes 137 
and 161 earlier in this section.
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A
K Murkowski A 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 10

Stevens B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8

A
L Sessions C 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 5

Shelby B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8

A
R Lincoln A 2 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

Pryor   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

A
Z Kyl C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 5

McCain D 0 1 1 1 A A A A A A 3

C
A Boxer   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Feinstein   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

C
O Allard C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 5

Salazar   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

C
T Dodd A 2 1 1 A A 1 1 1 1 1 9

Lieberman   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

D
E Biden B 2 A 1 A A 1 1 1 1 1 8

Carper A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

F
L Martinez B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8

Nelson, Bill   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

G
A Chambliss B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 7

Isakson B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 7

H
I Akaka   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Inouye A 2 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

IA

Grassley C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 6

Harkin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

ID

Craig C 0 1 1 A 1 1 0 1 0 0 5

Crapo B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 7

IL

Durbin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Obama B 2 1 1 A A A A 1 1 1 7

IN

Bayh   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Lugar A 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 9

K
S Brownback C 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 6

Roberts B 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7

K
Y Bunning B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7

McConnell B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7

L
A Landrieu   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Vitter B 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 7
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M
A Kennedy INC 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 A A A INC

Kerry A 2 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

M
D Cardin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Mikulski   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

M
E Collins   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Snowe A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

M
I Levin   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Stabenow   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

M
N Coleman A 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 10

Klobuchar   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

M
O Bond A 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 10

McCaskill   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

M
S

Cochran B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7

Lott INC 0 1 1 1 1 * * * * * INC

Wicker INC 0 * * * * 1 0 1 1 1 INC

M
T Baucus   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Tester   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

N
C Burr C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 6

Dole B 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7

N
D Conrad B 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 8

Dorgan   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

N
E Hagel A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

Nelson, Ben A 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

N
H Gregg C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 6

Sununu B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8

N
J Lautenberg   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Menendez   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

N
M Bingaman A 2 1 1 A 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

Domenici A 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 10

N
V Ensign C 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 5

Reid   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

N
Y Clinton A 2 1 1 1 A 1 A 1 1 1 9

Schumer   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

O
H Brown   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Voinovich C 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 5

OK Coburn D 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 A 0 0 3
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OK Inhofe C 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 6

O
R Smith A 2 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 9

Wyden   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

P
A Casey   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Specter   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

R
I Reed   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Whitehouse   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

S
C DeMint F 0 0 1 0 1 A 0 0 0 0 2

Graham C 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 5

S
D Johnson A 2 A A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

Thune B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8

T
N Alexander B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7

Corker C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 6

T
X Bailey Hutchison B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 8

Cornyn B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7

U
T Bennett B 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 7

Hatch C 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 6

V
A Warner A 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

Webb   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

V
T Leahy   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Sanders   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

W
A Cantwell   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

Murray   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

W
I Feingold B 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 8

Kohl   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

W
V Byrd A 2 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 10

Rockefeller   A+ 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

W
Y

Barrasso INC 0 * * 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 INC

Enzi D 0 0 A 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 4

Thomas INC 0 A 1 * * * * * * * INC

IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card26

KEY TO VOTES

1 = a vote with veterans; 0 = a vote  
against veterans; A = absent; * = not 

eligible to vote; INC = incomplete 
(lawmaker medically unable or 

ineligible to vote during a significant 
portion IAVA Action votes during 

the 110th Congress)
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HOUSE “A TEAM” 

Below you will find a complete list of Rep-
resentatives who earned an A from IAVA 
Action this year. These legislators showed 
a consistent commitment to support our 
troops. On behalf of all veterans of the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, we say thank you.

Neil Abercrombie HI

Gary Ackerman NY

Thomas Allen ME

Jason Altmire PA

Robert Andrews NJ

Michael Arcuri NY

Joe Baca CA

Brian Baird WA

Tammy Baldwin WI

John Barrow GA

Roscoe Bartlett MD

Melissa Bean IL

Xavier Becerra CA

Shelley Berkley NV

Howard Berman CA

Marion Berry AR

Gus Bilirakis FL

Sanford Bishop GA

Tim Bishop NY

Earl Blumenauer OR

Mary Bono Mack CA

Leonard Boswell IA

Rick Boucher VA

Allen Boyd FL

Nancy Boyda KS

Robert Brady PA

Bruce Braley IA

Corrine Brown FL

Henry Brown SC

G.K. Butterfield NC

Shelley Moore Capito WV

Lois Capps CA

Michael Capuano MA

Dennis Cardoza CA

Russ Carnahan MO

Christopher Carney PA

Michael Castle DE

Kathy Castor FL

Ben Chandler KY

Yvette Clarke NY

Wm. Lacy Clay MO

Emanuel Cleaver MO

James Clyburn SC

Stephen Cohen TN

John Conyers MI

Jim Costa CA

Jerry Costello IL

Joseph Courtney CT

Robert Cramer AL

Joseph Crowley NY

Henry Cuellar TX

Elijah Cummings MD

Danny Davis IL

Artur Davis AL

Susan Davis CA

Peter DeFazio OR

William Delahunt MA

Rosa DeLauro CT

Charles Dent PA

Norman Dicks WA

John Dingell MI

Lloyd Doggett TX

Joe Donnelly IN

Mike Doyle PA

Chet Edwards TX

Keith Ellison MN

Brad Ellsworth IN

Rahm Emanuel IL

Jo Ann Emerson MO

Eliot Engel NY

Philip English PA

Anna Eshoo CA

Bob Etheridge NC

Sam Farr CA

Chaka Fattah PA

Michael Ferguson NJ

Jim Gerlach PA

Gabrielle Giffords AZ

Kirsten Gillibrand NY

Charles Gonzalez TX

Bart Gordon TN

Sam Graves MO

Al Green TX

Gene Green TX

Raul Grijalva AZ

John Hall NY

Phil Hare IL

Jane Harman CA

Alcee Hastings FL

Robin Hayes NC

Stephanie
Herseth  
Sandlin

SD

Brian Higgins NY

Baron Hill IN

Maurice Hinchey NY

Ruben Hinojosa TX

Mazie Hirono HI

Paul Hodes NH

Tim Holden PA

Rush Holt NJ

Michael Honda CA

Darlene Hooley OR

Steny Hoyer MD

Jay Inslee WA

Steve Israel NY

Jesse Jackson IL

Sheila Jackson-Lee TX

William Jefferson LA

Timothy Johnson IL

Sam Johnson TX

Hank Johnson GA

Walter Jones NC

Steve Kagen WI

Marcy Kaptur OH

Ric Keller FL

Patrick Kennedy RI

Dale Kildee MI

Carolyn Kilpatrick MI

Ron Kind WI

Peter King NY

Mark Kirk IL

Ron Klein FL

Joseph Knollenberg MI

Dennis Kucinich OH

Randy Kuhl NY

James Langevin RI

Rick Larsen WA

John Larson CT

Tom Latham IA
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Barbara Lee CA

Sander Levin MI

John Lewis GA

Dan Lipinski IL

Frank LoBiondo NJ

Dave Loebsack IA

Zoe Lofgren CA

Nita Lowey NY

Stephen Lynch MA

Timothy Mahoney FL

Carolyn Maloney NY

Edward Markey MA

Doris Matsui CA

Carolyn McCarthy NY

Betty McCollum MN

Thaddeus McCotter MI

Jim McDermott WA

James McGovern MA

Mike McIntyre NC

Gerald McNerney CA

Michael McNulty NY

Gregory Meeks NY

Charlie Melancon LA

Michael Michaud ME

George Miller CA

Candice Miller MI

Brad Miller NC

Harry Mitchell AZ

Alan Mollohan WV

Gwen Moore WI

Dennis Moore KS

James Moran VA

Timothy Murphy PA

Christopher Murphy CT

Patrick Murphy PA

John Murtha PA

Jerrold Nadler NY

Grace Napolitano CA

Richard Neal MA

James Oberstar MN

David Obey WI

John Olver MA

Solomon Ortiz TX

Frank Pallone NJ

Bill Pascrell NJ

Ed Pastor AZ

Donald Payne NJ

Ed Perlmutter CO

Collin Peterson MN

Todd Platts PA

Jon Porter NV

David Price NC

Nick Rahall WV

Jim Ramstad MN

Charles Rangel NY

Dave Reichert WA

Rick Renzi AZ

Silvestre Reyes TX

Thomas Reynolds NY

Ciro Rodriguez TX

Michael J. Rogers MI

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen FL

Mike Ross AR

Steven Rothman NJ

Lucille Roybal-Allard CA

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger MD

Tim Ryan OH

John Salazar CO

Linda Sanchez CA

Loretta Sanchez CA

John Sarbanes MD

Janice Schakowsky IL

Adam Schiff CA

Jean Schmidt OH

Allyson Schwartz PA

David Scott GA

Bobby Scott VA

Jose Serrano NY

Joe Sestak PA

Christopher Shays CT

Carol Shea-Porter NH

Brad Sherman CA

Heath Shuler NC

Bill Shuster PA

Mike Simpson ID

Albio Sires NJ

Ike Skelton MO

Louise McIntosh Slaughter NY

Christopher Smith NJ

Adam Smith WA

Vic Snyder AR

Hilda Solis CA

Zack Space OH

Bart Stupak MI

Betty Sutton OH

John Tanner TN

Ellen Tauscher CA

Gene Taylor MS

Bennie Thompson MS

Mike Thompson CA

John Tierney MA

Edolphus Towns NY

Mark Udall CO

Tom Udall NM

Fred Upton MI

Chris Van Hollen MD

Nydia Velazquez NY

Peter Visclosky IN

Tim Walz MN

Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz

FL

Maxine Waters CA

Diane Watson CA

Melvin Watt NC

Henry Waxman CA

Anthony Weiner NY

Peter Welch VT

Robert Wexler FL

Charlie Wilson OH

Lynn Woolsey CA

David Wu OR

John Yarmuth KY

HOUSE “D LIST”
Below you will find a complete list of 
Representatives who earned a D or lower 
from IAVA Action this year. These legislators 
must improve their voting records if they are 
to legitimately claim that they support our 
troops and veterans. 

John Campbell CA

Chris Cannon UT

John Duncan TN

Thomas Tancredo CO

Ron Paul TX
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John Rockefeller WV

Ken Salazar CO

Bernard Sanders VT

Charles Schumer NY

Gordon Smith OR

Olympia Snowe ME

Arlen Specter PA

Debbie Stabenow MI

Jon Tester MT

John Warner VA

James Webb VA

Sheldon Whitehouse RI

Ron Wyden OR

SENATE “D LIST”

Below you will find a complete list of Sena-
tors who earned a D or lower from IAVA Ac-
tion this year. These legislators must improve 
their voting records if they are to legitimately 
claim that they support our troops and 
veterans.  

Tom Coburn OK

Michael Enzi WY

John McCain AZ

Jim DeMint SC

senate “a team” – senate “d list”

SENATE “A TEAM”

Below you will find a complete list of Sena-
tors who earned an A from IAVA Action this 
year. These legislators showed a consistent 
commitment to support our troops. On 
behalf of all veterans of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, we say thank you.

Daniel Akaka HI

Max Baucus MT

Evan Bayh IN

Jeff Bingaman NM

Christopher Bond MO

Barbara Boxer CA

Sherrod Brown OH

Robert Byrd WV

Maria Cantwell WA

Benjamin Cardin MD

Thomas Carper DE

Robert Casey PA

Hillary Clinton NY

Norm Coleman MN

Susan Collins ME

Christopher Dodd CT

Pete Domenici NM

Byron Dorgan ND

Richard Durbin IL

Dianne Feinstein CA

Chuck Hagel NE

Tom Harkin IA

Daniel Inouye HI

Tim Johnson SD

John Kerry MA

Amy Klobuchar MN

Herbert Kohl WI

Mary Landrieu LA

Frank Lautenberg NJ

Patrick Leahy VT

Carl Levin MI

Joseph Lieberman CT

Blanche Lincoln AR

Richard Lugar IN

Claire McCaskill MO

Robert Menendez NJ

Barbara Mikulski MD

Lisa Murkowski AK

Patty Murray WA

Ben Nelson NE

Bill Nelson FL

Mark Pryor AR

Jack Reed RI

Harry Reid NV
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HOUSE INDEX-BY-NAME 
VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Abercrombie Neil HI 1   A+

Ackerman Gary NY 5   A+

Aderholt Robert AL 4 B

★ Akin Todd MO 2 B

★ Alexander Rodney LA 5 B

Allen Thomas ME 1   A+

Altmire Jason PA 4   A+

Andrews Robert NJ 1 A

Arcuri Michael NY 24   A+

★ Baca Joe CA 43   A+

Bachmann Michele MN 6 B

★ Bachus Spencer AL 6 B

Baird Brian WA 3 A

Baker Richard LA 6 INC

Baldwin Tammy WI 2 A

★ Barrett J. Gresham SC 3 B

Barrow John GA 12   A+

Bartlett Roscoe MD 6 A

Barton Joe TX 6 C

Bean Melissa IL 8 A

Becerra Xavier CA 31   A+

Berkley Shelley NV 1 A

Berman Howard CA 28   A+

Berry Marion AR 1   A+

Biggert Judy IL 13 B

Bilbray Brian CA 50 B

Bilirakis Gus FL 9 A

★ Bishop Sanford GA 2   A+

Bishop Tim NY 1   A+

Bishop Rob UT 1 B

Blackburn Marsha TN 7 B

Blumenauer Earl OR 3   A+

Blunt Roy MO 7 B

★ Boehner John OH 8 B

Bonner Jo AL 1 C

Bono Mack Mary CA 45 A

Boozman John AR 3 B

Boren Dan OK 2 B

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

★ Boswell Leonard IA 3 A

Boucher Rick VA 9   A+

Boustany Charles LA 7 B

★ Boyd Allen FL 2 A

Boyda Nancy KS 2   A+

Brady Robert PA 1   A+

Brady Kevin TX 8 C

Braley Bruce IA 1   A+

Broun Paul GA 10 INC

Brown Corrine FL 3 A

★ Brown Henry SC 1 A

Brown-Waite Ginny FL 5 B

★ Buchanan Vern FL 13 B

Burgess Michael TX 26 B

★ Burton Dan IN 5 B

★ Butterfield G.K. NC 1   A+

★ Buyer Steve IN 4 B

Calvert Ken CA 44 B

Camp Dave MI 4 B

Campbell John CA 48 D

Cannon Chris UT 3 D

Cantor Eric VA 7 B

Capito Shelley Moore WV 2 A

Capps Lois CA 23   A+

Capuano Michael MA 8 A

Cardoza Dennis CA 18   A+

Carnahan Russ MO 3   A+

★ Carney Christopher PA 10   A+

Carson Andre IN 7 INC

Carson Julia IN 7 INC

Carter John TX 31 B

Castle Michael DE AL A

Castor Kathy FL 11 A

Cazayoux Don LA 6 INC

Chabot Steve OH 1 B

Chandler Ben KY 6   A+

Childers Travis MS 1 INC

Clarke Yvette NY 11 A

Clay Wm. Lacy MO 1 A

Cleaver Emanuel MO 5 A

house index-by-name

30 IAVA Action Fund   2008 Congressional Report Card
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house index-by-name

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Clyburn James SC 6   A+

★ Coble Howard NC 6 B

Cohen Stephen TN 9   A+

Cole Tom OK 4 B

★ Conaway Mike TX 11 B

★ Conyers John MI 14 A

Cooper Jim TN 5 B

Costa Jim CA 20   A+

Costello Jerry IL 12   A+

Courtney Joseph CT 2   A+

★ Cramer Robert AL 5   A+

Crenshaw Ander FL 4 B

Crowley Joseph NY 7   A+

Cubin Barbara WY AL C

Cuellar Henry TX 28 A

Culberson John TX 7 B

Cummings Elijah MD 7   A+

Davis Artur AL 7   A+

Davis Susan CA 53   A+

Davis Danny IL 7 A

★ Davis Geoff KY 4 B

Davis David TN 1 B

Davis Lincoln TN 4 B

Davis Jo Ann VA 1 INC

★ Davis Thomas VA 11 B

★ Deal Nathan GA 9 C

★ DeFazio Peter OR 4 A

DeGette Diana CO 1 B

★ Delahunt William MA 10   A+

DeLauro Rosa CT 3   A+

Dent Charles PA 15 A

Diaz-Balart Lincoln FL 21 B

Diaz-Balart Mario FL 25 B

Dicks Norman WA 6   A+

★ Dingell John MI 15   A+

Doggett Lloyd TX 25 A

Donnelly Joe IN 2 A

Doolittle John CA 4 B

Doyle Mike PA 14 A

Drake Thelma VA 2 B

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Dreier David CA 26 B

★ Duncan John TN 2 D

Edwards Donna MD 4 INC

Edwards Chet TX 17   A+

Ehlers Vernon MI 3 B

Ellison Keith MN 5 A

Ellsworth Brad IN 8 A

Emanuel Rahm IL 5   A+

Emerson Jo Ann MO 8 A

Engel Eliot NY 17 A

English Philip PA 3 A

Eshoo Anna CA 14 A

★ Etheridge Bob NC 2   A+

★ Everett Terry AL 2 B

Fallin Mary OK 5 B

Farr Sam CA 17   A+

Fattah Chaka PA 2 A

Feeney Tom FL 24 B

Ferguson Michael NJ 7 A

Filner Bob CA 51 B

Flake Jeff AZ 6 C

Forbes Randy VA 4 B

Fortenberry Jeff NE 1 B

Fossella Vito NY 13 B

Foster Bill IL 14 INC

Foxx Virginia NC 5 B

Frank Barney MA 4 B

Franks Trent AZ 2 C

★ Frelinghuysen Rodney NJ 11 B

Gallegly Elton CA 24 B

Garrett Scott NJ 5 B

Gerlach Jim PA 6 A

Giffords Gabrielle AZ 8   A+

★ Gilchrest Wayne MD 1 B

Gillibrand Kirsten NY 20 A

Gillmor Paul OH 5 INC

Gingrey Phil GA 11 C

★ Gohmert Louie TX 1 B

★ Gonzalez Charles TX 20   A+

★ Goode Virgil VA 5 B
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house index-by-name

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Goodlatte Bob VA 6 B

★ Gordon Bart TN 6   A+

Granger Kay TX 12 C

Graves Sam MO 6 A

Green Al TX 9   A+

Green Gene TX 29   A+

Grijalva Raul AZ 7 A

Gutierrez Luis IL 4 B

Hall John NY 19   A+

★ Hall Ralph TX 4 B

★ Hare Phil IL 17   A+

Harman Jane CA 36 A

Hastert J. Dennis IL 14 INC

Hastings Alcee FL 23 A

★ Hastings Doc WA 4 C

Hayes Robin NC 8 A

Heller Dean NV 2 B

Hensarling Jeb TX 5 C

Herger Wally CA 2 B

Herseth Sandlin Stephanie SD AL   A+

Higgins Brian NY 27 A

Hill Baron IN 9 A

Hinchey Maurice NY 22 A

Hinojosa Ruben TX 15 A

Hirono Mazie HI 2   A+

★ Hobson David OH 7 B

Hodes Paul NH 2   A+

Hoekstra Peter MI 2 B

Holden Tim PA 17   A+

Holt Rush NJ 12   A+

Honda Michael CA 15   A+

Hooley Darlene OR 5 A

Hoyer Steny MD 5 A

Hulshof Kenny MO 9 C

★ Hunter Duncan CA 52 C

Inglis Bob SC 4 B

Inslee Jay WA 1   A+

Israel Steve NY 2   A+

★ Issa Darrell CA 49 B

Jackson Jesse IL 2 A

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Jackson-Lee Sheila TX 18 A

★ Jefferson William LA 2   A+

Jindal Bobby LA 1 INC

Johnson Eddie Bernice TX 30 B

Johnson Hank GA 4   A+

Johnson Timothy IL 15 A

★ Johnson Sam TX 3 A

★ Jones Walter NC 3 A

Jones Stephanie Tubbs OH 11 B

Jordan Jim OH 4 B

Kagen Steve WI 8   A+

★ Kanjorski Paul PA 11 B

Kaptur Marcy OH 9   A+

Keller Ric FL 8 A

Kennedy Patrick RI 1   A+

Kildee Dale MI 5   A+

Kilpatrick Carolyn MI 13 A

Kind Ron WI 3   A+

King Steve IA 5 B

★ King Peter NY 3 A

Kingston Jack GA 1 C

★ Kirk Mark IL 10 A

Klein Ron FL 22   A+

★ Kline John MN 2 B

★ Knollenberg Joseph MI 9 A

Kucinich Dennis OH 10 A

Kuhl Randy NY 29 A

LaHood Ray IL 18 B

Lamborn Doug CO 5 B

Lampson Nicholas TX 22 B

Langevin James RI 2   A+

Lantos Tom CA 12 INC

Larsen Rick WA 2   A+

Larson John CT 1   A+

Latham Tom IA 4 A

LaTourette Steven OH 14 B

Latta Robert OH 5 INC

Lee Barbara CA 9 A

Levin Sander MI 12 A

Lewis Jerry CA 41 B
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house index-by-name

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Lewis John GA 5 A

★ Lewis Ron KY 2 B

★ Linder John GA 7 C

Lipinski Dan IL 3   A+

LoBiondo Frank NJ 2 A

Loebsack Dave IA 2   A+

Lofgren Zoe CA 16 A

Lowey Nita NY 18   A+

Lucas Frank OK 3 B

Lungren Dan CA 3 B

Lynch Stephen MA 9   A+

Mack Connie FL 14 B

Mahoney Timothy FL 16 A

Maloney Carolyn NY 14 A

Manzullo Donald IL 16 B

Marchant Kenny TX 24 C

★ Markey Edward MA 7 A

★ Marshall Jim GA 8 B

Matheson Jim UT 2 B

Matsui Doris CA 5   A+

McCarthy Kevin CA 22 B

McCarthy Carolyn NY 4   A+

McCaul Michael TX 10 B

McCollum Betty MN 4   A+

McCotter Thaddeus MI 11 A

McCrery Jim LA 4 B

★ McDermott Jim WA 7 A

McGovern James MA 3 A

McHenry Patrick NC 10 B

McHugh John NY 23 B

McIntyre Mike NC 7   A+

McKeon Howard CA 25 C

McMorris Rodgers Cathy WA 5 C

McNerney Gerald CA 11   A+

McNulty Michael NY 21 A

Meehan Marty MA 5 INC

Meek Kendrick FL 17 B

Meeks Gregory NY 6 A

Melancon Charlie LA 3 A

Mica John FL 7 B

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Michaud Michael ME 2 A

Millender-McDonald Juanita CA 37 INC

Miller George CA 7 A

★ Miller Gary CA 42 C

Miller Jeff FL 1 B

Miller Candice MI 10 A

Miller Brad NC 13   A+

Mitchell Harry AZ 5   A+

★ Mollohan Alan WV 1   A+

★ Moore Dennis KS 3   A+

Moore Gwen WI 4 A

Moran Jerry KS 1 B

Moran James VA 8   A+

Murphy Christopher CT 5   A+

★ Murphy Patrick PA 8   A+

Murphy Timothy PA 18 A

★ Murtha John PA 12 A

Musgrave Marilyn CO 4 B

Myrick Sue NC 9 B

Nadler Jerrold NY 8 A

Napolitano Grace CA 38   A+

Neal Richard MA 2   A+

Neugebauer Randy TX 19 C

Norwood Charles GA 10 INC

Nunes Devin CA 21 B

Oberstar James MN 8 A

Obey David WI 7   A+

Olver John MA 1 A

★ Ortiz Solomon TX 27 A

Pallone Frank NJ 6 A

★ Pascrell Bill NJ 8   A+

Pastor Ed AZ 4 A

★ Paul Ron TX 14 F

Payne Donald NJ 10 A

★ Pearce Steve NM 2 B

Pelosi Nancy CA 8 S

Pence Mike IN 6 C

Perlmutter Ed CO 7   A+

★ Peterson Collin MN 7   A+

★ Peterson John PA 5 C
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house index-by-name

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Petri Thomas WI 6 B

Pickering Charles MS 3 C

★ Pitts Joseph PA 16 B

Platts Todd PA 19 A

★ Poe Ted TX 2 B

Pomeroy Earl ND AL B

Porter Jon NV 3 A

Price Tom GA 6 B

Price David NC 4   A+

Pryce Deborah OH 15 C

Putnam Adam FL 12 C

Radanovich George CA 19 C

Rahall Nick WV 3   A+

★ Ramstad Jim MN 3 A

★ Rangel Charles NY 15 A

★ Regula Ralph OH 16 B

Rehberg Dennis MT AL B

★ Reichert Dave WA 8 A

Renzi Rick AZ 1 A

★ Reyes Silvestre TX 16   A+

★ Reynolds Thomas NY 26 A

Richardson Laura CA 37 INC

Rodriguez Ciro TX 23   A+

★ Rogers Michael AL 3 C

★ Rogers Harold KY 5 B

Rogers Michael J. MI 8 A

Rohrabacher Dana CA 46 B

Roskam Peter IL 6 B

Ros-Lehtinen Ileana FL 18 A

Ross Mike AR 4   A+

Rothman Steven NJ 9   A+

Roybal-Allard Lucille CA 34   A+

Royce Ed CA 40 C

Ruppersberger C.A. Dutch MD 2   A+

★ Rush Bobby IL 1 INC

Ryan Tim OH 17   A+

Ryan Paul WI 1 B

★ Salazar John CO 3   A+

Sali William ID 1 B

Sanchez Linda CA 39 A

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Sanchez Loretta CA 47   A+

Sarbanes John MD 3   A+

Saxton Jim NJ 3 B

Scalise Steve LA 1 INC

Schakowsky Janice IL 9 A

Schiff Adam CA 29   A+

Schmidt Jean OH 2 A

Schwartz Allyson PA 13   A+

Scott David GA 13   A+

★ Scott Bobby VA 3   A+

Sensenbrenner F. James WI 5 C

★ Serrano Jose NY 16 A

Sessions Pete TX 32 C

★ Sestak Joe PA 7   A+

★ Shadegg John AZ 3 B

Shays Christopher CT 4 A

Shea-Porter Carol NH 1   A+

Sherman Brad CA 27   A+

★ Shimkus John IL 19 B

Shuler Heath NC 11   A+

Shuster Bill PA 9 A

Simpson Mike ID 2 A

Sires Albio NJ 13   A+

Skelton Ike MO 4 A

Slaughter Louise McIntosh NY 28   A+

Smith Adrian NE 3 B

Smith Christopher NJ 4 A

Smith Lamar TX 21 B

Smith Adam WA 9 A

★ Snyder Vic AR 2 A

Solis Hilda CA 32 A

Souder Mark IN 3 B

Space Zack OH 18   A+

Speier Jackie CA 12 INC

★ Spratt John SC 5 B

★ Stark Fortney Pete CA 13 B

★ Stearns Cliff FL 6 B

Stupak Bart MI 1 A

Sullivan John OK 1 C

Sutton Betty OH 13   A+
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house index-by-name – senate index-by-name

SENATE INDEX-BY-NAME 

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

★ Wilson Joe SC 2 B

Wittman Robert VA 1 INC

★ Wolf Frank VA 10 B

Woolsey Lynn CA 6 A

Wu David OR 1 A

Wynn Albert MD 4 INC

Yarmuth John KY 3 A

★ Young Don AK AL B

★ Young C.W. Bill FL 10 B

VET LAST FIRST ST DT GRADE

Tancredo Thomas CO 6 D

★ Tanner John TN 8 A

Tauscher Ellen CA 10   A+

★ Taylor Gene MS 4 A

Terry Lee NE 2 B

★ Thompson Mike CA 1 A

Thompson Bennie MS 2 A

Thornberry William TX 13 B

Tiahrt Todd KS 4 B

Tiberi Patrick OH 12 B

Tierney John MA 6 A

★ Towns Edolphus NY 10 A

Tsongas Niki MA 5 INC

Turner Michael OH 3 B

Udall Mark CO 2 A

Udall Tom NM 3   A+

Upton Fred MI 6 A

Van Hollen Chris MD 8   A+

Velazquez Nydia NY 12 A

Visclosky Peter IN 1 A

Walberg Tim MI 7 B

Walden Greg OR 2 B

Walsh James NY 25 B

★ Walz Tim MN 1   A+

Wamp Zach TN 3 B

Wasserman Schultz Debbie FL 20   A+

Waters Maxine CA 35 A

Watson Diane CA 33 A

Watt Melvin NC 12   A+

Waxman Henry CA 30   A+

Weiner Anthony NY 9   A+

Welch Peter VT AL A

★ Weldon Dave FL 15 C

Weller Jerry IL 11 C

Westmoreland Lynn GA 3 C

Wexler Robert FL 19 A

★ Whitfield Edward KY 1 B

★ Wicker1 Roger MS INC

★ Wilson Heather NM 1 B

Wilson Charlie OH 6 A

VET LAST FIRST STATE GRADE

★ Akaka Daniel HI   A+

Alexander Lamar TN B

Allard Wayne CO C

Bailey Hutchison Kay TX B

Barrasso John WY INC

Baucus Max MT   A+

Bayh Evan IN   A+

★ Bennett Robert UT B

Biden Joseph DE B

★ Bingaman Jeff NM A

Bond Christopher MO A

Boxer Barbara CA   A+

Brown Sherrod OH   A+

Brownback Sam KS C

Bunning Jim KY B

Burr Richard NC C

Byrd Robert WV A

Cantwell Maria WA   A+

Cardin Benjamin MD   A+

★ Carper Thomas DE A

Casey Robert PA   A+

Chambliss Saxby GA B

Clinton Hillary NY A

Coburn Tom OK D

★ Cochran Thad MS B

1	 Roger Wicker, a Congressman, became a US Senator in the middle of the 110th 
Congress. For this reason, he has two incomplete voting records, on page 15  
and page 25.
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senate index-by-name

VET LAST FIRST STATE GRADE

Coleman Norm MN A

Collins Susan ME   A+

Conrad Kent ND B

Corker Bob TN C

Cornyn John TX B

★ Craig Larry ID C

Crapo Mike ID B

DeMint Jim SC F

★ Dodd Christopher CT A

Dole Elizabeth NC B

Domenici Pete NM A

Dorgan Byron ND   A+

Durbin Richard IL   A+

Ensign John NV C

Enzi Michael WY D

Feingold Russ WI B

Feinstein Dianne CA   A+

★ Graham Lindsey SC C

Grassley Charles IA C

Gregg Judd NH C

★ Hagel Chuck NE A

★ Harkin Tom IA   A+

Hatch Orrin UT C

★ Inhofe James OK C

★ Inouye Daniel HI A

★ Isakson Johnny GA B

Johnson Tim SD A

★ Kennedy Edward MA INC

★ Kerry John MA A

Klobuchar Amy MN   A+

★ Kohl Herbert WI   A+

Kyl Jon AZ C

Landrieu Mary LA   A+

★ Lautenberg Frank NJ   A+

Leahy Patrick VT   A+

Levin Carl MI   A+

Lieberman Joseph CT   A+

Lincoln Blanche AR A

Lott Trent MS INC

★ Lugar Richard IN A

VET LAST FIRST STATE GRADE

Martinez Mel FL B

★ McCain John AZ D

McCaskill Claire MO   A+

McConnell Mitch KY B

Menendez Robert NJ   A+

Mikulski Barbara MD   A+

Murkowski Lisa AK A

Murray Patty WA   A+

Nelson Ben NE A

★ Nelson Bill FL   A+

Obama Barack IL B

Pryor Mark AR   A+

★ Reed Jack RI   A+

Reid Harry NV   A+

★ Roberts Pat KS B

Rockefeller John WV   A+

Salazar Ken CO   A+

Sanders Bernard VT   A+

Schumer Charles NY   A+

★ Sessions Jeff AL C

Shelby Richard AL B

Smith Gordon OR A

Snowe Olympia ME A

★ Specter Arlen PA   A+

Stabenow Debbie MI   A+

★ Stevens Ted AK B

Sununu John NH B

Tester Jon MT   A+

★ Thomas Craig WY INC

Thune John SD B

Vitter David LA B

Voinovich George OH C

★ Warner John VA A

★ Webb James VA   A+

Whitehouse Sheldon RI   A+

Wicker Roger MS INC

Wyden Ron OR   A+
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